Sox General Manager Ken Wil-
liams and about 30 players,
coaches and their families got a
VIP tour of the White House on
Monday and a brief meeting
with the president. TaLk, Pace 3

OBAMA:
FIRST 100 DAYS

Following
FDR’s path

So far, Barack Obama’s presi-
dency looks a lot like the early
days of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s.
But a lot can change after the
first 100 days in the White
House. NEws Focus, PAGE 4

Ecomony’s latest
victim: Midway deal
Mayor Daley’s deal to privatize
the airport falls apart, but city
gets to keep $126 million. page17
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is aldermanic Class of ’07? paGE 7

Goodman play
wins Pulitzer Prize

Lynn Nottage’s [¢
“Ruined” is
best drama.
LIVEI

List of journal-
ism winners.
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HELP IN HARD TIMES

Bruiser, whose owner put the boxer in foster care at PAWS Chicago, waits to bp placed with a temporary family. CHARLES CHERNEY/TRIBUNE PHOTO

i

By Sara Olkon
TRIBUNE REPORTER

When people showed up to give away their dogs and cats at a local
shelter last year, the main reasons they cited were “no time” and
accidental pet pregnancies. This year, the No. 1 reason is a lot sim-
pler: no money.

As the recession takes hold, Chicago animal control workers are
taking in about 11 percent more
pets than they did a year ago.

And shelters are caring for more -
high-priced pets, including pure- E % %Ic.lﬁnsrs@m

bred and “designer” dogs, as peo-

ple who are unaccustomed to
economic distress start feeling
the pinch. °

Animal care workers are see-

Take your fam'lly out to the
ballgame on the cheap.
IN SPORTS, PAGE 6

BAILOUT

M(')re-'people in financial crisis
choosing to give up beloved pets

ing more neglected pets, as well
asanimals whohavehadID chips .
implanted, indicating that someone loved and cared for them before
the financial downturn made ownership untenable.

“People are making very hard choices,” said Rochelle Michalek,
executive director of PAWS Chicago, a no-kill shelter. “Do I put food
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See Tom Skilling’s forecast
on the back of Live! secTion3
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More people amid crisis
forced to give up pets

Continued from Page 1

on the table? Do I feed my
kids? It’s heartbreaking.”

Jeff Lagp, 47, is among
those - making  difficult
choices.

The Braidwood man was
laid off from his job as a per-
sonnel investigator last June.
By March, Lapp and his wife
had lost their home. With four

- dogs to care for, they decided
their two youngest and
healthiest dogs would have
the —easiest time - getting
adepted. Lapp called Midwest
Dachshund Rescue, which
found a new home for 2-year-
old Sammie. They brought
Thor, a 6-year-old Norwegian
elkhound, to PAWS, where he
was snapped up within two
days.

“You feel like you let them
down,” Lapp said of letting
the two go.

For now, the motel where
they are staying is letting

* them keep Rex, a purebred

- goldenretriever who is 11 and
has epilepsy, and Art, an elk-
hound-coyote mix who the
couple found orphaned and
rolling in mud a decade ago in
Aurora. s

At Chicago Animal Care
and Control, staff took in 11.5
percent more animals that
were lost, abandoned or sur-
rendered in the quarter end-
ing March 31 as compared
with a year ago. Charles
Craft, director of programs
and services, said 5,201 ani-
mals were taken in during
that period, versus 4,666 from
the same period in 2008.

Some pet owners bring in

animals in need of expensive

veterinary care. In one case; a
pet owner turned in a 7-year-
old toy poodle that had multi-
ple mammary tumors, staff
later learned. The dog re-
ceived surgery and was
adopted, Craft said. ]

In March, Nadine Walm-
sley, vice president of devel-

opment for the Anti-Cruelty
Society in Chicago, watched
as 33 pets were relinquished
by owners citing poor fi-
nances. In March 2008, only
four pet owners cited money
as the reason, she said.
About twice as many dogs
who end up homeless these

.days appear to have come

from good homes: Their coats
look good, they are plump and
they are well-socialized,

. Walmsley said.

“They were in a very stable
environment—and suddenly
they are in a cage,” Michalek
said. !

The difficulties can reduce
the most stoic of pet owners to
tears. In February, Rebecca
Weeks’ divorce was finalized,

shortly before her family’s

Bartlett home went into fore:
closure. Forced to crash with

friends, she was heartbroken '

to learn that she couldn’t take
along Hamper, her 4-year-old
collie-Rottweiler-shepherd
mix.

Desperate, Weeks searched
online and learned that PAWS
Chicago had a foster program
for pet owners in crisis. A
week after she left Hamper at
PAWS, a family sceoped him
up for safekeeping. Weeks
plans to take Hamper back by
the end of the month, after
she moves into her own home.

“They say he is getting
along with everybody,” said
Weeks, 29, who gets updates
from PAWS staffers but isn’t
allowed to visit Hamper dur-
ing his foster stay.

Similarly, dogs named

Sasha and Kaiser had to ad-'

just to life at PAWS Chicago’s
Little Village shelter after
their owner lost her home in
unincorporated Hinsdale.
“All my reserves were
gone,” said MariaD., 48, areal
estate agent who didn’t want
her full name published be-
cause she was ashamed of
temporarily giving up her
dogs. She is now living with

Some resources
for pet owners

PAWS Chicago: Runs a safe-
haven program to provide
temporary foster homes for
pets of families in,crisis. The
group also runs a pet food
bank. Call 773-475-9426 or go
to pawschicago.org.

Anti-Cruelty Society: Pro-
vides short-term accommoda-
tions for pets whose owners
are incrisis. Call 312-644-8338,
ext. 354, or go toranticrueity
.org and click on “S.A.F.E.
Program.”

Animal Welfare League:
Offers a pet food pantry once
amonth for people age 65 or
older or those on public assist-
ance. Call 773-667-0088 or go
to animalwelfareleague.com.

Tree House Humane Society:
The no-kill cat shelter offers a
cat food pantry. Call 773-784-
5488 or go to treehouse

animals.org.
Court takes
* pit bull case

Supreme Court accepts case
involving pit bull videos: chica
gotribune.com/dogvideo

her adult daughter in Burr
Ridge, a home where the dogs
are not welcome.

Since March 31, Maria’s
dogs have shared quarters at
PAWS ' while staff members
search for a foster home. The
program is designed to ac-
commodate 30-day foster
stays, although pet owners in
crisis .sometimes request
more time, Michalek said. Ex-
ceptions are made on a case-

by-case basis. In some in-

stances, people end up relin-
quishing ownership.
Of course, animal welfare

workers would rather owners
bring. their pets to a shelter
than leave the animals to
their own devices.

Sandra Alfred, acting exe-
cutive director at Chicago
Animal Care and Control,
said her staff members have
been picking up more and
more ostensibly “lost” dogs
who are outfitted with micro-
chip IDs—tiny chips injected
under the animal’s skin that
contain the owner’s contact
information.

.. “We call, and they say, ‘Um, .

we can’t take him back,’ ” Al-
fred said.

Truestreetanimals seem to
have an easier time in the
shelters, observers said. Per-
haps the animals appreciate
the steady food supply. Once-
pampered animals, on the
other hand, often experience
terrible stress, bark and pant
like mad and obsessively pace
in circles inside their cages,
Michalek said.

At PAWS Chicago, 35 per-
cent to 40 percent of the dogs
are purebreds, up from 20 per-
cent to 25 percent in previous
years. On a recent day;, a sam-
pling of such dogs at the Little

- Village shelter included a 6-

month-old golden retriever; a
young, fluffy white Samoyed;
and an 8-year-old Pomera-
nian who likes to eat wet food
enly.

Their fate hints at a new
desperation that many pet
lovers never expected to face.

Allison Rhode, a house
painter from Rogers Park,
placed her dog, Dollar; in
PAWS foster care. after she
was evicted from her apart-
ment. She took him back a lit-
tle more than a month later,
after she settled into a new
place.

Pets “make you forget
about hard times,” she said.
“They are the one thing that
helps you get through.”

solkon@tribune.com
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Art Institute is told
to repeal fee hike

Alderman tries to
block increase, cut
price for residents

By Hal Dardick
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Saying the Art Institute of
Chicago isn’t affordable for
many city residents, Ald. Ed
Burke (14th) Monday in-
creased the pressure on the
world-famous museum to
reverse its looming 50 per-
cent increase for admission.

Burke, chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee, pushed
through a resolution urging
the Chicago Park District to
repeal the increase it ap-
proved in March and force
the museum to offer re-
duced fees for Chicagoans.

The full City Council is
expected to vote Wednesday
on the resolution, but alder-

.men have no authority over

the Park District Board of
Commissioners, whose
members are appointed by
Mayor Richard Daley. Park
Board President Gery Chico
was out of town and unavail-
able for comment.

The fee increase, which
takes effect May 23, will
raise general admission to
$18 from $12, and student

and senior admission to $12
from $7. But the museum
notes that, unlike now, the
new fees will include the
costs of exhibitions. '
In return for the muse-
um’s annual property tax
subsidy, which totals about
$6.6 million a year, the insti-
tution should provide re-
duced fees for city residents
who pay the taxes, Burke
said. The Museum of Sci-
ence and Industry, the Field
Museum and the Shedd
Aquarium all offer reduced
fees to Chicagoans, he said.
“If they want to be a pri-
vate institution and do
whatever they want, that’s
fine,” Burke said. “Once
they aecept taxpayer dol-
lars, it’s a different story.”
In an exchange of letters
with Burke, Art Institute
President James Cuno
noted admission is free “401
hours per year.”
Admission is free Thurs-
dayevenings all year, Friday
evenings in the summer and
all of February; he said. Chil-
dren 11 and younger, city
school groups and active-
duty military personnel al-
ways getin free. All Chicago
students on school trips also
get a free family pass.

hdardick@tribune.com

Illinois schools to get
$14 billion from US.

" The spigot of stimulus
money intended o improve
Ilinois schools and avert
teacher layoffs has opened,
federal officials said Mon-
day.

Illinois will receivenearly
$1.4 billion to prevent lay-
offs and program cuts dur-
ing the next two years. Some
of the money could reach lo-

‘cal schools within days, ac-

cording to Gov. Pat Quinn’s
office.

Quinn has said about $1
billion will be used to pay
down the state’s backlog of
bills to school districts and
avoid funding cuts, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman.

Unpaid bills total more
than $1 billion as part of an
overall $3.6 billion backlog,
a spokeswoman for the state
comptroller’s office said.

The governor plans to use
the remaining money to in-
crease the amount of per-pu-
pil funding for the next
school year to $6,089, up
$130, as recommended by
the state education agency.
But the state budget must
still be appreved by the leg-
islature before schools can
count on that amount. -

Ilinois may apply for an
additional $678 million in
school stabilization money
this fall.

Also, Illinois schools have
begun to receive another $1
billion in stimulus funds
targeted for specific pro-
grams, such as those that
serve disadvantaged chil-
dren and those with disabil-
ities.

The state has received
about half of that money.

‘Latinos in cﬂity schools suffer

from crowding, group says

Bolstered by areport indi-
cating that Latino neighbor-
hoods and students are se-
verely affected by crowded
Chicago schools, the head of
a Latino community group
on Monday asked Gov. Pat
Quinn to use federal stimu-
lus money to build 28
schools.

Flanked by halfa dozen al-
dermen and a state senator
representing heavily Latino
areas of the city, members of
the United Neighborhood
Organization, or UNO,
noted that of 64 crowded
neighborhood elementary
schools, 44 had a majority
Latino student body:

The report, titled School
Overcrowding:  Limiting

-Hispanic Potential, was

funded by the organization,
which runs eight charter
campuses for Chicago Pub-
lic Schools. The report notes
that of the 63,000 students

who attend a crowded
school, 78 percent are Lati-
no, said Juan Rangel, UNO’s
chief executive officer.

Officials said the Blago-
jevich administration failed
to fund school construction
and ignored crowded
schools in Latino areas.

School officials then put
schools in those areas on
multitracked schedules and
used cafeterias, hallways
and storage closets as class-
rooms, Rangel said.

“Our kids get short-
changed,” Rangel said.

Sen. Martin Sandoval (D-
Chicago) also called on
Quinn to earmark money in
the state’s next budget to
ease crowding in the Latino
neighborhoods.

“We have a one-time op-
portunity,” Sandoval said.
“The message to Gov. Quinn
today is don’t leave our chil-

dren behind.”



